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We Were Once Strangers

for unaccompanied mixed choir



Text

We welcome the strangers in our land.
They dwell among us, and we love them as ourselves,
For we were once strangers, too. (Leviticus 19:34, paraphrased)

We learn to do good; seek justice, fight oppression.
We defend the orphan, the abandoned, the hopeless. (Isaiah 1:17, paraphrased)
They need our gifts— the poor and the stranger. (Leviticus 19:10, paraphrased)

k’ezrach mikem yihyeh lachem hager hagar itchem
v’ahavta lo kamocha
ki-gerim heyitem b’eretz mitzrayim (Leviticus 19:34)

Translation of Hebrew (RSV):
The stranger who sojourns with you shall be to you as the native among you
and you shall love him as yourself;
for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.

We welcome the strangers in our land.
Let us gather all nations and languages to illuminate the glory of Creation. (Isaiah 66:18, paraphrased)
We were once strangers, too.

Performance Notes

This piece was inspired by those who struggle to find welcome in new places. The optimistic
textual changes transform a command into a personal commitment.

For the aleatoric section at the end, the timing is at the conductor's discretion, using the approximate
spacing of measures indicated. Detailed instructions are as follows:
"of creation'': improvise patterns on the text "of creation" with the notated pitches in any order; notes can be repeated
new pattern: on conductor's cue, singers gradually switch to the new set of pitches
"for we were once strangers'': singers enter individually and continue repeating, in the same approximate tempo,
with length of pauses at their discretion



We Were Once Strangers

Paraphrased from Sarah Riskind
Leviticus 19:10, 19:34 (Hebrew)
Isaiah 1:17, 66:18
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